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Superintendentôs Message                                                                                                                                                                                                

ñNothing is impossible, the word itself says Iôm Possibleò - Audrey Hepburn 

 

Do you believe all students can be successful? 
 

I challenge the community to stay committed to the District's shared values of being 
united to achieve a common purpose with clear goals and that we work together. 
 

The climb is steeper, with research demonstrating the increasing difficulty for families 
in the United States to move out of poverty. The American dream that each generation 
is able to achieve more than the generation before has stalled.  
 

We have to be bold and take big steps to drive dramatic gains.  Incremental gains are 
not going to move the needle forward fast enough. Education is the difference maker 
for our students.  We must work together and ensure that every student has a path to 
success. 
 

It is with great excitement that I welcome you to the 2019-2020 school year!  I hope the 
summer break gave you ample time to rest and enjoy time with family and friends.  I 
encourage everyone to stay connected with the school as we know that your                
involvement has a positive impact on student learning and social well-being.  

 

Follow us on Facebook @North Schuylkill School District and Twitter 
@NorthSchuylkill.  The contents of this Newsletter are designed to provide you with 
information about the District and the coming school year, yet it may not answer all of 
your questions.  We welcome your questions and your input as members of the Spartan 
Community.  If I can personally be of help, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I am 
available to you at (570) 874-0466 or by emailing rackell@northschuylkill.net. 
 

 
 
With Spartan Pride,            
 
 
 
Dr. Robert Ackell, Superintendent of Schools           
  
 
 
 

Important Information: 

Where will the bus pick me up?  Who is my teacher? As we 
count down to the start of the 2019 - 2020 school year, there are 
several questions you and your family may be asking.  In order to 
help answer your questions, we have posted information on our 
website that will be available in August. 
 

On our website you will find: 

¶ Information on How to Create an  
Account in CSIU (Parent Resource 
Tab) to View Student Classes and 
Bus Schedules 

¶ Breakfast and  Lunch Menus 
¶ Applications for Free and Reduced 
Lunch 

¶ Immunization Requirements 

 

Important Start of School Year Dates/Times: 
 
 

Kindergarten Orientation - August 21st (3:00 - 4:00) 
 

Meet the Teacher Grades K-3 - August 21st (4:00 - 6:00) 
 

Seventh Grade Orientation - August 22nd (1:00 - 3:00) 
 

Meet the Teacher Grades 4-6 - August 22nd 
(4:00 - 6:00) 
 

First Day of School - August 26th   
(Regular School Day Times - JSHS 7:39-2:30 and  
Elem. 8:45-3:19) 
 

Meet the Teacher Grades 7-12 -  
August 28th (5:00 - 7:00) 

¶ Administration 

¶ Breakfast Cart 

¶ Budget 

¶ Community Garden 

¶ District Contacts 

¶ District Calendar 

¶ Golf Team 

¶ Important Dates 

¶ Kindergarten Orientation 

¶ Maker-Space Rooms 

¶ Meet the Teacher Nights 

¶ Mission Statement 

¶ MySchoolBucks - Cafeteria 

¶ NS Facebook 

¶ NS Twitter 

¶ ñOh What a Yearò Pages 

¶ Principalôs Message JSHS 

¶ Principalôs Message NSE 

¶ Safe to Say 

¶ Spartan Baseball 

¶ Spartan Softball 

¶ School Board Members 

¶ Seventh Grade Orientation 

¶ Superintendentôs Message 

¶ Track & Field 

¶ Volleyball 

¶ Wall of Fame 

¶ Wrestling 

Twitter.com/NorthSchuylkill 

Facebook.com/NorthSchuylkillSD 

Celebrating Success! 

Congratulations Class of 2019! 
In This Issue: 



                

Welcome Back JSHS 
 

We are looking forward to the start of the 2019 ï 2020 school year with 

great anticipation and excitement.  Incorporating the growth mindset, we 

are constantly looking for new opportunities in and out of the classroom for 

our students as well as how to upgrade the facilities.  While there are many 

new opportunities and upgrades for this year it is the students who walk 

through our doors that make each year special and unique.   

This year we have added another AP course and continue to support our 

students who participate in Dual Enrollment.  Every year we bring more 

technology into the classroom in an effort to increase student engagement 

and experiences.  Students are challenged and encouraged to participate and 

compete in academic areas through the many clubs and extracurricular 

activities offered at the Junior/Senior High School.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This summer a new turf football field is being installed in our stadium.  

This all-purpose field will greatly increase the use of the stadium in both 

athletic competitions and instruction during Physical Education classes.  

The construction of the field is set to be complete before the first home 

football game.  We hope everyone will come out and enjoy the new turf.   

Safety is important for all schools in the era we live in and keeping our 

students, faculty and staff safe is our number one priority here at North 

Schuylkill.  Through our attainment of grants we have been able to make 

several upgrades to our building to ensure the safety of all.  While I will not 

go into detail of the changes, Iôm sure you will notice them as you visit our 

building.   

The administration, secretarial staff, and custodial staff will continue to 

work hard all summer so that we are ready to hit the ground running the 

first day of school.  We cannot wait to see the amazing accomplishments 

achieved and milestones attained during the upcoming school year.  We 

look forward to the start of another incredible school year.                                                                 

                                                                           See you in a few weeks!                                 

                                                                                  +ÅÎ 2ÏÓÅÂÅÒÒÙ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌ 
                                                                  ,ÉÚÁ 5ÌÃÅÓËÉ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌ 

Welcome Back 
NSE 

Welcome to the    

2019-2020 school 

year! We hope you 

enjoyed a  summer 

vacation filled with 

fun and exciting 

memories with your 

loved ones. We are 

thrilled to welcome 

all of you back to a 

new school year of learning and growing. We are honored that you have 

entrusted your childôs education to us and we are grateful to continue this 

journey with you as your Principals. 

Our teachers and staff are caring, innovative, and always learning         

something new for the benefit of your children. We are a collaborative and 

driven group of educators who strive to have our students reach their    

highest potential. We believe that every person in this building should 

always be growing and learning. Despite obstacles that may arise, we 

must always believe in our ability to rise above challenges and come out 

stronger on the other end. 

This year begins with a few new faces and changes to our staff. NSE   

welcomes the following new teachers for the 2019-2020 school year: Mrs. 

Carrie Miller- ART Teacher; Miss Kayla Witt- 2nd Grade Teacher; and 

Mr. Michael Yablonsky- 6th Grade Social Studies Teacher. Welcome to 

SPARTAN NATION! 

The following assignment changes were also incorporated into the       

upcoming school year: Mrs. Becky David ï Librarian; Mr. Scott Houser ï 

Title I Math Teacher; Mrs. Marylou Leibensperger- Special    Education   

Learning Support Teacher. We would like to congratulate these teachers 

on their new assignments. 

We would like to personally invite you to attend our Meet the Teacher 

Nights on Wednesday, August 21, 2019 and Thursday, August 22, 

2019. This will be a great time to strengthen our Spartan community, meet 

teachers and other families, and learn about the upcoming school year. 

Weôll begin the evenings with a fundraiser picnic (food trucks will be on 

site), weôll transition into a brief  informational meeting in the               

gymnasium, and from there youôll have the opportunity to visit with 

teachers at each grade-level. Our school goal is to see 80% of our families 

at these events. 

We will be following the same Meet the Teacher Night procedure as the 

previous two years.  Please adhere to the following schedule for each 

event: Wednesday,  August 21st, Kindergarten at 3:00 PM, First and 

Second Grade at 4:00 PM; and Third Grade at 5:00 PM. Thursday, 

August 22rd Fourth and Fifth Grade will meet at 4:00 PM; and Sixth 

Grade at 5:00 PM.  

Weôve enjoyed meeting with many of you and look forward to our        

continued partnership in ensuring a productive and fun educational        

experience for your child(ren).   We believe that building strong             

relationships between home and school is a key factor in increasing       

student achievement. As principals, our doors are always open and we 

welcome your input. We strongly believe that parental involvement is an 

essential component to student success!                                                                                                            

                           With Spartan Pride, 

                                                *ÁÎÉÃÅ -Ȣ 7ÈÉÔÁËÅÒ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌ 
                                                       *ÁÎÅÌ (ÁÎÓÂÕÒÙ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌ 



The Wall of Fame formally recognizes and honors North Schuylkill School District graduates for outstanding  
academic and professional achievements.  Their academic, athletic and artistic achievements are a matter of great 
pride not only for themselves and their families, but also for our school.  

Dr. Beth Careyva - Dr. Careyva is a Family Medicine Physician and Assistant Professor at Lehigh Valley Health  
Network (LVHN)/University of South Florida Morsani School of Medicine.  She currently serves as Vice Chair of Clinical 
Programs in the Department of Family Medicine and as Associate Director of Lehigh Valley Practice and Community Based 
Research Network.  She completed her undergraduate education at Lehigh University and medical school at Sidney Kimmel 
Medical College of Thomas Jefferson University.  Dr. Careyva served as a Chief Resident in the Department of Family and 
Community Medicine at Thomas Jefferson University and is a member of the Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society.  
Additionally, she completed the following fellowships: Grant Generating Project Fellowship (Virginia Commonwealth    
University), Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) Fellowship in Practice-Based Research Methods, and 
Rider Pool Foundationôs Collective Impact Fellowship.  Outside of work, she enjoys running in the early hours of the day 
and is an avid home cook.   

Dr. Amy Wetzel Doolan ï Dr.  Doolan graduated from North Schuylkill High School in 1996.  She earned an athletic 
scholarship to play womenôs basketball at Virginia Tech where she served as team captain from 1999 to 2001 and also 
earned GTE Academic All-American honors, was named an ACC Legend and inducted into the Virginia Tech Sports Hall 
of Fame.  She graduated Magna Cum Laude, with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and went on to pursue her  
Master of Science and Education degree in Health Promotion before matriculating to the Edward Via Virginia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine (VCOM) in 2007 where she earned her Doctor of Osteopathy Degree.  During medical school, she 
served on numerous committees, was a member of the honor society and earned the Distinguished Student Scholar Award 
in Family Medicine.   

She completed her Internship in Family Medicine at the Virginia Tech Carilion Family Medicine Residency in Roanoke, 
Virginia and was named Intern of the Year.  She finished her residency training in 2010, serving as Chief Resident, all 
while having her first child, Parker.  Immediately after graduation, she went on to pursue a Sports Medicine Fellowship at 
VCOM/Virginia Tech where she graduated in 2011.  Upon completing her fellowship degree, Wetzel accepted a job with 
VCOM/Virginia Tech where she practiced academic medicine and was the Head Team Physician for womenôs basketball 
and menôs soccer for two years.  Her daughter, Maudie, was born that spring.  Due to the rigors of sports medicine and her 
husband, Keith, also being an athletic trainer for the VT football team, she stepped out of sports medicine and became a 
Residency Program Director in Blacksburg and served in this role for four years.       

She is currently an attending physician at Carilion Clinic Virginia Tech Carilion Family Medicine Residency and is        
practicing full scope family medicine including prenatal/newborn care in both the ambulatory/inpatient settings.  Last year 
she was named Inpatient Attending of the Year.  She is also currently serving as the Associate Medical Director of      
Medical Education in the Department of Family and Community Medicine and will be promoted to Medical Director.  

 

Amy Brayford - Amy is the Executive Vice President, Chief Human Resource Officer and Chief of Staff to the           
President and CEO for the Geisinger Health System.  She has been a member of the Geisinger team since 1997.  In her      
current role, Amy is responsible for human resource strategy and operations to the over 30,000-employee organization and 
also provides leadership as Chief of Staff to the President and CEO.  In addition, Amy is the senior leader working with     
Internal Audits and Compliance, Development and Board Relations.   
 
A graduate of Bloomsburg University, she earned her masterôs degree at Ithaca College in Ithaca, New York.  Prior to joining 
Geisinger, she served as a quality coordinator at the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, an adult education instructor 
at the Schuylkill Intermediate Unit and adjunct professor at Harrisburg Area Community College.  Amy currently serves as a 
Trustee for Bloomsburg University and a Board Member for the Girl Scouts in the Heart of PA. She has been recognized for 
her work in Diversity and Inclusion and for her efforts in supporting military reservists in the workplace.  
 

Amy is married to Fran Shukausky (85ô) and has three children, Addie, Nick and Charlie.  They live outside of Bloomsburg 
and are very involved with their childrenôs activities.  Amyôs father, Charlie, was a long-term North Schuylkill teacher and 
her mother, Nancy, is a past North Schuylkill School Director.  She is very proud of her connections to North Schuylkill and 
the education she received.  Amy is also proud of her continued connection to the District through her brothers, Knute and 
Nick.   

ELECTION PROCESS  

 

The North Schuylkill School District Wall of Fame Committee is accepting applications to formally recognize and honor NSSD graduates for outstanding           
achievements.         

  
1. At least ten (10) classes must have graduated from the time of the nomineeôs graduation before he/she becomes eligible for election to the Wall of Fame.  
2. Any alumni meeting the ten (10) year rule are eligible to be nominated and selected.  
3. Nominating forms are available on the District Website or in the high school principalôs office and must be completed and submitted no later than March 15th of each year.  
4. Induction ceremonies for newly inducted members of the NSSD Wall of Fame will be held in conjunction with the annual NSSD Commencement Exercises.  
5. Names of inductees will be showcased on an electronic display in the main lobby of the NSSD Junior/Senior High School.  
6. Each inductee will receive a plaque on the night they are inducted into the Wall of Fame. 


